
About the U.S. Mission to Benin

To support its relations with other countries and international organizations, the United States 
maintains diplomatic and consular posts around the world. Under the President's direction, 
the Secretary of State is responsible for the overall coordination and supervision of U.S. 
Government activities abroad.  

The Mission to Benin is headed by Ambassador James Knight.  He is considered the President's 
personal representative and, with the Secretary of State, assists in implementing the President's constitutional 
responsibilities for the conduct of U.S. foreign relations in Benin.

Responsibilities of the Ambassador at post include:

 Speaking with one voice to others on U.S. policy - and ensuring 

mission staff do likewise - while providing to the President and 

Secretary of State expert guidance and frank counsel;  

 Directing and coordinating all executive branch offices and 

personnel (except for those under the command of a U.S. area 

military commander, under another chief of mission, or on the staff 

of an international organization);  

 Cooperating with the U.S. legislative and judicial branches so that 

U.S. foreign policy goals are advanced; security is maintained; and 

executive, legislative, and judicial responsibilities are carried out;  

 Reviewing communications to or from mission elements;  

 

 Taking direct responsibility for the security of the mission - including 

security from terrorism - and protecting all U.S. Government 

personnel on official duty (other than those personnel under the 

command of a U.S. area military commander) and their dependents;  

 Carefully using mission resources through regular reviews of 

programs, personnel, and funding levels;  

 Reshaping the mission to serve American interests and values and 

to ensure that all executive branch agencies attached to the mission 

do likewise;  

 Serving Americans with professional excellence, the highest 

standards of ethical conduct, and diplomatic discretion.  

 



Who is here? 

Missions have personnel assigned from other executive branch agencies in 
addition to those from the Department of State.  Other U.S. Government 
agencies also make vital contributions to the success of U.S. foreign 
relations and in promoting U.S. interests. Department of State employees at 
Mission Cotonou are career Foreign Service Officers and Specialists, and 
Foreign Service Nationals. The last are local residents, who provide 
continuity for the transient American staff and have language and cultural 
expertise; they also are employed at post by other agencies. Other 
executive branch agencies represented may include the Departments of 
Commerce, Agriculture, Defense, and Justice (the Drug Enforcement 
Administration and the Federal Bureau of Investigation), the U.S. Agency for 
International Development and the Millennium Challenge Corporation.  In 
addition, Benin has a strong Peace Corps presence. 

 

The Embassy is responsible for the following areas: 

 

Consular Affairs 

Whether in a U.S. embassy or a consulate, consular officers at post are the 
State Department employees whom both American citizens overseas and 
foreign nationals are most likely to meet. Consular officers protect U.S. 
citizens abroad and their property. Overall, they touch the lives of millions 
of Americans living and traveling abroad. 

Consular officers provide emergency loans to U.S. citizens who become 
destitute while traveling abroad, search for missing Americans at the 
request of their friends or family, visit arrested Americans in prison, 
maintain lists of local attorneys, act as liaison with police and other officials 
on matters that affect the welfare of American citizens, re-issue lost or 
stolen passports, assist in resolving international parental kidnapping cases, 
help next of kin when American relatives die abroad, and generally provide 
many types of assistance to U.S. citizens abroad. 

Consular officers also perform non-emergency services - dispensing 
information on absentee voting, Selective Service registration, and 
acquisition and loss of U.S. citizenship; providing U.S. tax forms; notarizing 
documents; issuing passports; and processing estate and property claims.  

 

U.S. consular officers also issue about 6 million nonimmigrant visas annually 
to foreign nationals who wish to visit, work or study in the United States and 
almost 500,000 immigrant visas to those who wish to reside here 
permanently. 

 

Commercial, Economic, and Financial Affairs 

By helping American businesses abroad, the Department helps Americans at 
home, since every $1 billion in exported goods generates about 20,000 jobs 
in the United States.  

The Economic Officer advises U.S. businesses on the local investment 
climate and economic trends; negotiates trade and investment agreements 
to open markets and level the playing field; analyzes and report on 
macroeconomic trends and trade policies and their potential impact on U.S. 
interests; and promotes adoption of economic policies by foreign countries 
which further U.S. interests. 

 

Political, Labor, and Defense Assistance Issues 

The Political Officer analyzes political developments and their potential 
impact on U.S. interests; promotes adoption by the host country of foreign 
policy decisions which support U.S. interests; and advises U.S. business 
executives on the local political climate. 

Many posts have defense attaches from the Department of Defense.  
Security assistance officers are responsible for Defense Cooperation in 
Armaments and foreign military sales. They also function as the primary in-
country point of contact for the U.S. defense industry and U.S. businesses.  
Mission Cotonou is supported from our Embassy in Accra, Ghana. 

 

 

 

 

 



Management Support and Security Functions 

The Management Officer is responsible for normal business operations of 
the post, including overall management of personnel, budget, and fiscal 
matters; real and expendable property; motor pools; and acquisitions. 

Information management officers are responsible for the post's unclassified 
information systems, database management, programming, and operational 
needs. They also are responsible for the telecommunications, telephone, 
radio, diplomatic pouches, and records management programs within the 
diplomatic mission and maintain close contact with the host government's 
communications authorities on operational matters. 

Regional security officers are responsible for providing physical, procedural, 
and personnel security services to U.S. diplomatic facilities and personnel; 
they also provide local in-country security briefings and threat assessments 
to business executives. 

 

Public Affairs 

Public affairs officers, information officers, and/or cultural affairs officers of 
U.S. missions overseas serve as press spokespersons and as administrators 
of such official U.S. exchange programs as those for Fulbright scholars, 
Humphrey and Muskie fellows, and foreign participants in International 
Visitor consultations in the United States. They also direct the overseas U.S. 
Speakers program and international electronic linkages such as the 
Worldnet TV satellite teleconferencing network at more than 200 posts. 

 

 

 

 

The Agencies 

 

USAID 

The USAID Mission Directors is responsible for USAID 
Programs including dollar and local currency loans, 
grants, and technical assistance. USAID also provides 
humanitarian assistance abroad during times of 

natural or man-made disasters. Helping other countries develop through 
foreign assistance programs helps American business. As other countries 
develop, they begin to import goods from abroad - and now account for 
one-third of all U.S. exports and more than one-half of America's farm 
exports. 

 

Millennium Challenge Corporation 

The Millennium Challenge Corporation Director leads 
an innovative and independent U.S. foreign aid agency 
that is helping lead the fight against global poverty. 
Created by the U.S. Congress in January 2004, MCC is 
focusing on good policies, country ownership, and 
results. In February 2006, the Millennium Challenge 

Corporation signed a five-year, $307 million Compact with the Government 
of Benin. The MCC Compact in Benin entered into force (EIF) in October 
2006, formally initiating the 5-year timeline for project implementation. 

 

Peace Corps 

The Peace Corps Director is responsible for more than 
100 Volunteers serving two year assignments.  Human 
and material resources are often insufficient for Benin 
to provide quality teaching for schoolchildren, to care 
for the health of families, to preserve and restore the 

natural environment, and to promote business skills. Peace Corps 
Volunteers are addressing these needs with a broad range of activities in 
business development, education, environment, and health. 


